
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

NATALIE RIVERO, individually and on behalf of 
all those similarly situated,  

Plaintiff,  

vs.  

UNITED COLLECTION BUREAU, INC.,  

Defendant. 

Civil Action No.   

[Circuit Court Case No. CACE-23-
016624] 

Complaint Filed: August 8, 2023 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL UNDER 28 U.S.C. § 1441 (A) 
(FEDERAL QUESTION) 

Defendant UNITED COLLECTION BUREAU, INC. (hereinafter referred to as 

“Defendant”), respectfully submits this Notice of Removal in this civil action from the Circuit 

Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit in Broward County, Florida, to the United States District Court 

for the Southern District of Florida, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1441 and 1446, based on federal 

question jurisdiction.  Specifically, Plaintiff NATALIE RIVERO (hereinafter referred to as 

“Plaintiff”), asserts a claim for damages, both individually and on behalf of a putative class, against 

Defendant arising out of alleged violations of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 U.S.C. 

§1692, et seq. (“FDCPA”). 

In support of this Notice of Removal, Defendant, through its counsel, states as follows: 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

1. Plaintiff commenced this action by filing a Complaint in the Circuit Court of the 

17th Judicial Circuit in Broward County, Florida on August 8, 2023, styled Natalie Rivero v. United 
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Collection Bureau, Inc., Case No.: CACE-23-016624 (the “State Court Action”).  See Complaint, 

attached hereto as Ex. A. 

2. The Complaint alleges violations of the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, 15 

U.S.C. §1692, et seq.  See Ex. A, ¶¶ 44-62.   

3. The Complaint was served on Defendant on August 14, 2023.  

BASIS FOR REMOVAL – FEDERAL QUESTION JURISDICTION 

4.  Under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a), any civil action brought in a state court of which the 

district courts of the United States have original jurisdiction, may be removed by the defendant or 

the defendants, to the district court of the United States for the district and division embracing the 

place where state court action is pending. 

5. Further, 28 U.S.C. § 1441(b) provides that any civil action for which the district 

courts have original jurisdiction founded on a claim or right arising under the Constitution, treaties 

or laws of the United States shall be removable without regard to the citizenship or residence of 

the parties. 

6. This Court has federal question jurisdiction over this action under the provisions of 

28 U.S.C. § 1331, and the matter is removable pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441 because the 

Complaint alleges that Defendant violated the FDCPA by not providing one of the five permitted 

Itemization Dates as set forth in C.F.R. § 1006.34(b)(3).  See Ex. A, ¶¶ 47-61.   

7. The Complaint also alleges that Defendant is a “debt collector” as defined by the 

FDCPA.  See Ex. A, ¶ 19.   

8. Based on the foregoing alleged conduct, Plaintiff represents that the value of this 

case is over $100,000.  See, State Court Civil Case Coversheet, § II Amount of Claim, attached 

hereto as Ex. B. 
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9. Accordingly, this action is one in which this Court has original jurisdiction under 

the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1331, and is one which may be removed to this Court by Defendant 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1441(b). 

TIMELINESS OF REMOVAL 

10. As noted above, the Complaint was served on Defendant on August 14, 2023. 

11. Defendant’s Notice of Removal is timely because Defendant filed this Notice 

“within thirty days after receipt by the defendant, through service or otherwise, of a copy of an 

amended pleading, motion, order or other paper from which it may first be ascertained that the 

case is one which is or has become removable.”  28 U.S.C. § 1446(b)(3).   

VENUE 

12. Venue is proper in this district and division because the State Court Action was 

filed and is pending in the Circuit Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit in Broward County, Florida, 

which is located within the United States District Court for the Southern District of Florida.  

COMPLIANCE WITH REMOVAL PROCEDURES 

13. Defendant has complied with all of the procedural requirements for removal set 

forth in 28 U.S.C. § 1446.   

14. As noted above, the Notice of Removal is filed within 30 days of the service of the 

amended pleading from which it may first be ascertained that the case is one which is or has 

become removable. 

15. Pursuant to § 1446(d), a copy of this Notice of Removal, including exhibits, is being 

served on Plaintiff. 

16. Pursuant to § 1446(d), a copy of this Notice of Removal, including exhibits, will be 

filed in the State Court Action. 
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17. Copies of all process, pleadings and orders served on Defendant are attached hereto.  

See Notice of Lodgment of State Court Pleadings, filed concurrently herewith. 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Defendant removes this action from the Circuit 

Court of the 17th Judicial Circuit in Broward County, Florida to the United States District Court 

for the Southern District of Florida and respectfully requests that this Court exercise jurisdiction 

over this action. 

DATE: September 13, 2023                            Respectfully submitted, 

GORDON REES SCULLY MANSUKHANI, LLP 
100 S.E. Second Street, Suite 3900 
Miami, Florida 33131 
Telephone: (305) 428-5300 
Facsimile: (877) 634-7245 

/s/ Robert K. Tucker II
Robert K. Tucker II 
Florida Bar No. 51641 
rtucker@grsm.com
Attorneys for Defendant  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on September 13, 2023, a true copy of the foregoing was 

electronically filed with the Clerk of Court by using the CM/ECF E-Filing Portal, which will serve 

a copy of this document by electronic notice to the attorneys identified on the following Service 

List. 

Service List

Jibrael S. Hindi, Esq. 
Jennifer G. Simil, Esq. 
Shannon E. Gilvey, Esq. 
The Law Offices of Jibrael S. Hindi 
110 SE 6th Street, Suite 1744 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
jibrael@jibraellaw.com
jen@jibraellaw.com
shannon@jibraellaw.com

/s/ Robert K. Tucker II
Robert K. Tucker II 

1321272/81516113v.2 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on September 13, 2023, a true copy of the foregoing was 

electronically filed with the Clerk of Court by using the CM/ECF E-Filing Portal, which will serve 

a copy of this document by electronic notice to the attorneys identified on the following Service 

List. 

Service List

Jibrael S. Hindi, Esq. 
Jennifer G. Simil, Esq. 
Shannon E. Gilvey, Esq. 
The Law Offices of Jibrael S. Hindi 
110 SE 6th Street, Suite 1744 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
jibrael@jibraellaw.com
jen@jibraellaw.com
shannon@jibraellaw.com

/s/ Robert K. Tucker II
Robert K. Tucker II 

1321272/81516113v.2 
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