
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE  DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 
 
 

JEREMY WHITE, 
 
  Plaintiff,     Case No. ________________ 
v. 
 
MIDLAND CREDIT 
MANAGEMENT, INC.,  
 
 
  Defendant. 
________________________/ 
 

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION TO FEDERAL COURT BASED ON 
FEDERAL QUESTION JURISDICTION UNDER 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 AND 1441 

 
Defendant Midland Credit Management, Inc. (“Midland” or “Defendant”) 

hereby files this Notice of Removal, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1441, and 

removes to the United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, the 

matter currently pending in the County Court of the Twelfth Judicial Circuit, in and 

for Sarasota County, Florida, styled Jeremy White v. Midland Credit Management Inc., 

Case No. 25-SC-000076 NC, on the following grounds: 

1. This Notice of Removal is founded and based upon a federal question 

pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1441.  Plaintiff Jeremy White (“Plaintiff”), 

originally filed this civil action on or about January 6, 2025, in the County Court in 

and for Sarasota County, Florida, and served the action on Defendant on January 24, 

2025.  Plaintiff is seeking monetary damages from the Defendant.  As required by 28 

U.S.C. § 1446(a), a copy of the process, pleadings, orders and other documents 
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presently contained in the state court file and available for copying are attached to this 

Notice. 

A. CONSENT TO REMOVAL 

2. Midland is the only Defendant in this action. 

B. TIMELINESS OF REMOVAL 

3. Defendant was served on January 24, 2025.  Accordingly, this Notice of 

Removal is timely filed within thirty (30) days of the date of service pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § 1446(b). 

C. THE VENUE REQUIREMENT IS MET 

4. Venue of this removal is proper under 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a) because this 

Court is the United States District Court for the District and Division corresponding 

to the place where the county court action is pending. 

D. FEDERAL QUESTION AT ISSUE 

5. Plaintiff alleges purported claim under the Fair Debt Collection Act, 15 

U.S.C. § 1692, et seq. (“FDCPA”). See Complaint ¶¶14-16.  The FDCPA claim is the 

only cause of action brought in the Complaint. 

6. Plaintiff’s Complaint is removable to the United States District Court for 

the Middle District of Florida because the Complaint presents a federal question.  

Specifically, 28 U.S.C. § 1331 provides that “district courts shall have original 

jurisdiction over all civil actions arising under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the 

United States.”  See  28 U.S.C. § 1331.  Plaintiff’s claims provide the basis for this 

Court’s jurisdiction as they have brought suit under the laws of the United States.  
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Accordingly, Defendant is entitled to remove this action in accordance with 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1441(a). 

E. NOTICE TO PARTIES AND TO THE CIRCUIT COURT 

7. Written notice of the filing of this Notice of Removal is being served on 

Plaintiff, and a copy of this Notice of Removal is being filed with the Clerk of the 

County Court for the Thirteen Judicial Circuit, in and for Hillsborough County, 

Florida, in compliance with 28 U.S.C. 1446(d). 

WHEREFORE, Defendant Midland Credit Management, Inc., requests that 

the above-styled action now pending against it in Hillsborough County Court, Florida, 

be removed to this Court. 

Dated:  February 14, 2025. Respectfully Submitted,  

By:      s/ Cory W. Eichhorn   
 Cory Eichhorn, Esq. 
 Florida Bar No. 576761 

cory.eichhorn@hklaw.com 
Sydney Alexander 
Florida Bar No. 1019569 
sydney.alexander@hklaw.com 
Holland & Knight LLP  
701 Brickell Avenue, Suite 3300 
Miami, FL 33131 
Telephone: (305) 374-8500 
Facsimile: (305) 789-7799 
 
Attorneys for Defendant 
Midland Credit Management, Inc. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 14th day of February, 2025, I electronically 

filed the foregoing document with the Clerk of the Court using CM/ECF.  I also certify 

that the foregoing document is being served this day on all counsel of record on the 

Service List below in the manner specified, either via transmission of Notices of 

Electronic Filing generated by CM/ECF or in some other authorized manner for those 

counsel or parties who are not authorized to receive electronically Notices of 

Electronic Filing. 

        s/Cory W. Eichhorn   
Cory W. Eichhorn 
 

 
SERVICE LIST 

 
 

Cortney Walters, Esq. 
The Law Office of Cortney E. Walters, PLLC 
2719 Hollywood Blvd., A-1969 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Telephone: (954) 874-8022 
pleadings@cewlawoffice.com 
Attorney for Plaintiff 
 

#516846967_v1 
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I N  T H E  C O U N T Y  C O U R T  O F  T H E  T W E L F T H J U DI CI A L
CI R C UI T I N  A N D  F O R S A R A S O T A  C O U N T Y,  F L O RI A

J E R E M Y  W HI T E

Pl ai ntiff,

) J U R Y  T RI A L  D E M A N D E D

)

)

v. )  C as e  N o.

MI D L A N D  C R E DI T  M A N A G E M E N T,

I N C.

D ef e n d a nt.

)

)

)

)

)

C O M P L AI N T

I N T R O D U C TI O N

1 . T h is is an a ctio n fo r a ctu al an d st atu to ry d a m ag es b ro u g h t b y Pl ain tiff,

J er e my W h it e, an in d iv id u al co n su  m er, a g ain st  D ef en d an t,  Mid l an d  Cr ed it

M an a g e m en t, In c. (h er ein aft er “ D ef en d an t ”) fo r v io l atio n s o f th e F air  D e b t

Co ll e ctio n Pr a cti c es A ct, 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 et s eq . (h er ein aft er “ F D C P A ”),

wh i ch p ro h i b its d eb t co ll e cto rs fro  m en g ag in g in ab u siv e, d e c ep tiv e, an d

u n f air p r a cti c es.

J U RI S DI C TI O N  A N D  V E N U E

1

Fili n g # 2 1 3 9 5 0 6 8 3 E- Fil e d 0 1/ 0 6/ 2 0 2 5 1 2: 0 5: 4 1 P M

Fil e d 0 1/ 0 6/ 2 0 2 5 1 2: 2 7 P M - K a r e n E. R us hi n g, Cl e r k of t h e Ci r c uit C o u rt, S a r as ot a C o u nt y, F L
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2 .  Th is Co u rt h as sub j e ct  m att er ju risd i ctio n o v er Pl ain tiff an d  D ef en d an t

b e c au s e th e c au s e o f a ctio n aris es  with in th e ju risd i ctio n o f th is  Co u rt an d ,

th is, v en u e an d ju risd i ctio n ar e p ro p er.

3 . T h is  Co u rt h as p erso n al ju risd i ctio n o v er  D ef en d an t b e c au s e  D ef en d an t is

o p er atin g , p r es en t, an d /o r d o in g b u sin ess  with in th is ju risd i ctio n an d b e c au s e

th e co mp l ain ed o f co n d u ct o f D ef en d an t o c cu rr ed  with in  S ar aso t a Co u n ty ,

Flo rid a.

P A R TI E S

4 . Pl ain tiff, J er e my W h it e (h er ein aft er “ Pl ain tiff ”) is a n atu r al p erso n r esid in g

in S ar aso t a, Flo rid a. Pl ain tiff is a co n su  m er as d efin ed b y th e F air D eb t

Co ll e ctio n Pr a cti c es A ct, 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 a( 3).

5 . U p o n in fo r m atio n an d b eli ef,  D ef en d an t is a  Califo rn i a co rp o r atio n .

6 .  D ef en d an t is en g ag ed in th e co ll e ctio n o f d e b t fro  m co n su  m ers u sin g th e

m ail an d t el ep h o n e.  D ef en d an t r e g u l arly att e mp ts to co ll e ct co n su  m ers’

d eb ts all eg ed to b ed u  e to  an o th  er.

F A C T S  O F  T H E  C O M P L AI N T

7 .  D ef en d an t is a “d eb t co ll e cto r ” as d efin ed b y th e F D C P A , 1 5 U . S . C.

1 6 9 2 a(6 ).

2
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8 .  On o r ab o u t  O cto b er  3,2 0 2 4 ,  D ef en d an t e m ail ed Pl ain tiff att e mp tin g to

co ll e ct a co n su  m er d e b t all eg ed ly o  w ed to Fo rtr ess In v est m en t  Gro u p  C F

A s c en t Ho ld in g ,  L L C U p g r ad e.

9 . On o r ab o u t  O cto b er  31 ,2 0 2 4 , Pl ain tiff r ep li ed to  D ef en d an t’s e m ail st atin g

“I’ m n o t p ay in g y o u  ad i m e. Id o n ’to w ey o u  an y th in g . ”

1 0 .  D esp it e r e c eiv in g Pl ain tiff’s  writt en r efu s al to p ay ,  D ef en d an t, o n o r a b o u t

D e c e m b er 4 ,2 0 2 4 , s en t a l ett er to Pl ain tiff  wh i ch in clu d ed a p ay  m en t

v o u ch er  with d et ail ed in stru ctio n s fo r r e mittin g p ay  m en t, in clu d in g a sp  a c e

fo r p ay  m en t a mo u n ts an d p ay  m en t su b missio n o p tio n s.

1 1 . T h e in clu sio n o f th e p ay  m en t v o u ch er in  D ef en d an t’s co  m mu n i c atio n is a

d ir e ct so li cit atio n fo r p ay  m en t an d co n stitu t es an att e mp t to co ll e ct a d eb t.

1 2 .  D ef en d an t’s a ctio n s  w er e to co er c e th e Pl ain tiff in to p ay ing ad  e b t.

1 3. Pl ain tiff h as su ff er ed a ctu al d a m ag es as a r esu lt o f th es e ill e g al co ll e ctio n

co  m mu n i c atio n s b y  D ef en d an t in th e fo r m o f in v asio n o f p riv a cy , in tru sio n

u p o n s e clu sio n , an g er, an x i ety , d e cr e as ed p ro d u ctiv ity at  wo r k , fru str atio n ,

an d o th er n e g ativ e e mo tio n s.

FI R S T  C L AI M  F O R  R E LI E F
( D ef e n d a nt)

1 5  U. S. C. § 1 6 9 2 c( c)

1 4 . Pl ain tiff r e- all eg es an d r ein co rp o r at es all p r ev io u s p ar a g r ap h s as if fu lly s et

o u t h er ein .

3
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1 5 .  D ef en d an t v io l at ed th e F D C P A .

1 6 .  D ef en d an t’s v io l atio n s in clu d e, b u t ar e n o t li mit ed to th e fo llo  win g :

( a)  D ef en d an t v io l at ed 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 c( c) o f th e F D C P A b y

co  m mu n i c atin g with Pl ain tiff aft er th e Pl ain tiff n o tifi ed  D ef en d an t in

writin g th at Pl ain tiff r efu s ed to p ay .

1 7 . A s a r esu lt o f th e ab o v e v io l atio n s o f th e F D C P A ,  D ef en d an t is li ab l e to

Pl ain tiff fo r a ctu al d a m a g es, st atu to ry d a m a g es an d co sts.

J U R Y  D E M A N D  A N D  P R A Y E R  F O R  R E LI E F

W  H E R E F O R E, Pl ain tiff r esp e ctfu lly d e m an d s a ju ry tri al an d r eq u ests th at

ju d g m en t b e en t er ed in f av o r o f Pl ain tiff an d a g ain st th e  D e b t Co ll e cto r fo r:

A . Ju d g m en t fo r th e v io l atio n s o c cu rr ed fo r v io l atin g th e F D C P A ;

B.  A ctu al d a m a g es p u rsu an t to 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 k ( a)(1 );

C. S t atu to ry d a m a g es p u rsu an t to 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 k ( a)(2 );

D.  Co sts an d r e aso n a b l e atto rn ey ’s f e es p u rsu an t to 1 5 U . S . C.  §1 6 9 2 k ( a)( 3);

E. Fo r su ch o th er an d fu rth er r eli ef as th e  Co u rt  m ay d e e m ju st an d p ro p er.

R esp e ctfu lly su b mitt ed :

T h e  L a w  Offi c e of  C o rt n e y  E.  W alt e rs,  P L L C
2 71 9 Ho lly  wo o d  Blv d ., A -1 9 6 9
Ho lly  wo o d , F L  330 2 0

4
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/s/  Co rtn ey W alt ers,  Esq .
C O RT  N E Y W A  LT  E R S ,  Esq
Flo rid  a B arn o .1 2 5 1 5 9
Pl e ad in g s @ c e wl a wo ffi c e. co  m
(9 5 4 )8 7 4 -8 0 2 2
L e ad A tto rn ey

5
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