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DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 

David A. Berkley (State Bar No. 260105) 

Stephen P. Farkas (SBN 234060) 

WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 

400 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 1700 

Irvine, California 92618 

Telephone: (714) 557-3800 

Facsimile: (714) 557-3347 

Email: David.Berkley@wbd-us.com 

Stephen.Farkas@wbd-us.com    

Attorneys for Defendant 

Service Finance Company, LLC 

(erroneously sued herein as Service Finance Co. LLC) 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

Mary Catherine Baldi, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

Service Finance Co. LLC; 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:25-at-00236

(Removed from Madera Superior Court 

Case No. MCV094288)  

DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE 

COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF 

REMOVAL OF ACTION  

Complaint Filed: February 19, 2025 

Date of Removal: March 24, 2025 
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DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 

 

 
 

 TO THE CLERK OF THE ABOVE-ENTITLED COURT AND TO THE 

PLAINTIFF AND HER ATTORNEYS OF RECORD: 

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that Defendant Service Finance Company, LLC, 

erroneously sued herein as Service Finance Co., LLC, (“SFC” or “Defendant”) hereby 

removes this action from the Superior Court of California, County of Madera to the 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of California. Defendant alleges 

as follows: 

1. On February 19, 2025, a Complaint was filed by Plaintiff Mary Catherine 

Baldi, in the Superior Court of the State of California, in and for the County of 

Madera, in an action styled as Mary Catherine Baldi v. Service Finance Co. LLC, 

Case No. MCV094288.  A copy of the Complaint, along with the docket report, are 

attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. The Complaint purports to assert claims against SFC arising under the 

Fair Credit Reporting Act ("FCRA"), 15 U.S.C. § 1681 et seq., Telephone Consumer 

Protection Act ("TCPA"), 47 U.S.C. § 227 et seq., the Fair Debt Collection Practices 

Act ("FDCPA"), 15 U.S.C. § 1692 et seq., the California Rosenthal Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act ("Rosenthal Act"), Cal. Civ. Code § 1788 et seq., and Fair 

Credit Billing Act ("FCBA"), 15 U.S.C. § 1666 et seq.  See Complaint, Exhibit A, 

page 2. 

3. This removal petition is timely under 28 U.S.C. § 1446(b) because SFC 

was served with the Complaint on February 20, 2025.  See CSC, Notice of Service of 

Process, Exhibit B. 

JURISDICTION 

4. This action is a civil action of which this Court has original jurisdiction 

under   28 U.S.C. § 1331 and which may be removed to this Court by SFC under 28 

U.S.C. § 1441(a) because the Complaint purports to assert claims against SFC arising 

under federal law, namely, claims under the Fair Credit Reporting Act, Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, Telephone Consumer Protection Act, and the Fair Credit 
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DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 

 

 
 

Billing Act.  See Ex. A. 

5. As the Complaint was filed in the Superior Court of the State of 

California, County of Madera, venue is proper in this Court.  See 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a) 

(allowing removal “to the district court of the United States for the district and 

division embracing the place” where the state court action is pending); 28 U.S.C. § 

84(c)(2) (“The Eastern District comprises the counties of . . .Madera, . . .”).   

6. SFC is represented by the undersigned. 

 

DATED:  March 24, 2025 WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON (US) LLP 

 

 

 By: /s/David A. Berkley  
 DAVID A. BERKLEY 

STEPHEN P. FARKAS 

 

Attorneys for Defendant 

Service Finance Company, LLC  

(erroneously sued herein as  

Service Finance Co. LLC) 
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DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF ACTION 

 

 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

 

 I am employed in the County of Orange, State of California.  I am over the age 

of 18 and not a party to the within action.  My business address is 400 Spectrum 

Center Drive, Suite 1700, Irvine, CA 92618. 

 

 On March 24, 2025, I served the foregoing document described as: 

 

DEFENDANT SERVICE FINANCE COMPANY, LLC’S NOTICE OF 

REMOVAL OF ACTION 

 

on the interested parties listed below in the manner prescribed below: 

 

Plaintiff, Mary Catherine Baldi, in Pro Per 

 

Mary Catherine Baldi 

51749 Alta Vista Drive 

Oakhurst, CA 93654 

Catherinebaldi@gmail.com  

    

 

  

 

BY CM/ECF NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING: I electronically filed the 

document(s) with the Clerk of the Court by using the CM/ECF system. Participants 

in the case who are registered CM/ECF users will be served by the CM/ECF system. 

Participants in the case who are not registered CM/ECF users will be served by mail 

or by other means permitted by the court rules. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of 

America that the foregoing is true and correct and that I am employed in the office of 

a member of the bar of this Court at whose direction the service was made. 
 
       

      ___/s/Sul Lee________________ 

      Sul Lee 
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LIST OF EXHIBITS 

A true and correct copy of the following exhibits are located in: 

FOLDER WITH EXHIBITS: 

https://dri ve.google.corn/dri ve/folders/lnLRQfY 1 Sil YL0cPjxz Y3Bi Yd V Qs6rH3 5 

Exhibit 1: Retail installment contract with Balanced Comfort dated September 29, 2022 

Exhibit 2: Documentation of payment tender and rejection, April 19-25, 2024 

Exhibit 3: SmartCredit® credit reports showing SFC delinquent reporting, June 22, 2024 

Exhibits 4-9: Certified letters to CRAs and proof of delivery, July 12-26, 2024 

Exhibit 10: Notice of dispute and revocation of consent to SFC, July 12, 2024 

Exhibit 11: SFC's acknowledgment letter, August 8, 2024 

Exhibit 12: CFPB complaint, September 12, 2024 

Exhibit 13: Phone call log documentation, August 16, 2024 - February 10, 2025 

Exhibit 14: Capital One credit line reduction notice, October 29, 2024 

Exhibit 15: Credit reports showing SFC as only negative item 

Exhibit 16: Notice of intention to commence action, October 31, 2024 

Exhibit 17: SFC collection notice left at residence, December 12, 2024 

Exhibits 18-19: Documentation regarding Murdock's non-process server status 

Exhibit 20: Formal dispute letter to Rhonda Murdock/SFC, December 17, 2024 

Exhibit 21: Notice of No Permission to Enter Property, December 17, 2024 

Exhibit 22: SFC's response to validation request, January 9, 2025 

Exhibits 23-25: Additional cease communication requests and acknowledgments 

Exhibits 26-30: Documentation of SFC's deficient reinvestigation 

- 20 -

COMPLAINT 
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