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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 79 “%%°

INTRODUCED BY VENKAT, DAVIDSON, KHAN, KOSIEROWSKI, KUZMA, RIGBY,
TWARDZIK, GUENST, PROBST, ABNEY, D. MILLER, GIRAL, HANBIDGE,
CIRESI, SANCHEZ, HOWARD, FIEDLER, HADDOCK, POWELL, BOROWSKI,
HILL-EVANS, FREEMAN, KENYATTA, DONAHUE, FRANKEL, FLEMING,
FRIEL, MALAGARI, SHUSTERMAN, PIELLI, PASHINSKI, CEPEDA-
FREYTIZ, BOYD, SIEGEL, O'MARA, OTTEN, INGLIS, DEASY, CERRATO,
GREEN, RABB, WAXMAN, D. WILLIAMS, STEELE AND McNEILL,

JANUARY 10, 2025

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AS AMENDED, APRIL 9, 2025
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ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL <--
ASSISTANCE; PROVIDING FOR HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

FORMS, FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS AND FOR REPORTING OF HOSPITAL-BASED
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICIES; AND IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Medieal—Peb+t— <--
Ret+ief HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE Act. <--
Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:
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"Department." The Department of Health of the Commonwealth.

"Eligible patient." An individual who meets all of the

following requirements:

(1) Is a resident of this Commonwealth.

(2) Can demonstrate an inability to pay the cost of
medical care even after the application of payments for
third-party health coverage.

(3) Provides financial information and documentation
showing that their income and assets make them eligible for
hospital-based financial assistance under the policies of the

hospital and of this act.
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"HOSPITAL." A NONPROFIT OR PRIVATE HOSPITAL IN THIS <--
COMMONWEALTH.
"Hospital-based financial assistance." Financial assistance
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1 provided by hospitals to patients that includes charity care or
2 discounted care where the cost of care ordinarily charged by a
3 hospital is provided free of charge or at a reduced rate or a

4 hospital relieves an eligible patient's medical bill in part or

5 in full based on eligibility criteria.
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23 2 r—A—uniformone—page—temptate—att—hospitats—shatt—use—
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25 assistanece—At—aminimur,—the—Summary—Shatt—iretudes

26 Hr—Fnecome—etigibitityguidetines—forhospitatl—based—
27 Hirarciat—assistance—expressed—as—both o percent—of—+the—
28 Federal—Poverty—Income—Gutdetines—and—adottar—amount—

29 based—on—~commonr—househota—Ssizes—

30 i+ r—TInformationabout—the timitson amounts—and—
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25 +r—payehecks—or pay—stubss

26 Hir—urempltovyment—deocumerntations

27 4 r—Seoetat—Seeurity—irncomes

28 ‘Fvr—rent—receiptss

29 v r—atetterfromthe potientls—employer attesting—
30 fo—the—patientls—gross—iacomes
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SECTION 3. HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FORMS. <--
(A) FORMS.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP THE FOLLOWING FORMS
AND MAKE THEM AVAILABLE TO HOSPITALS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC:
(1) A UNIFORM APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THAT
SHALL BE USED IN EVERY HOSPITAL IN THIS COMMONWEALTH TO
DETERMINE IF AN INDIVIDUAL IS AN ELIGIBLE PATIENT.
(2) A UNIFORM ONE-PAGE TEMPLATE ALL HOSPITALS SHALL USE
TO SUMMARIZE EACH HOSPITAL'S ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION FOR

HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.
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(3) A BRIEF UNIFORM STATEMENT OF THE AVAILABILITY OF
HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND OF THE APPLICATION
FOR HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

(B) DEVELOPMENT OF FORM.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL INCLUDE INPUT
FROM HOSPITALS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN DEVELOPING THE FORMS
DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (A) (1), (2) AND (3).

(C) TIME FRAME.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP THE FORMS
WITHIN 180 DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SUBSECTION.
SECTION 4. INFORMATION ABOUT HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS.

(A) ACCESSIBILITY OF FORMS.--EACH FORM OUTLINED IN SECTION
3(A) SHALL BE POSTED BY HOSPITALS ONLINE IN A PUBLICLY
ACCESSIBLE FORMAT. A FULL COPY OF THE HOSPITAL'S FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE POLICIES SHALL ALSO BE PUBLISHED ALONG WITH THE
SUMMARY IN SECTION 3 (A) (2).

(B) DISCLOSURE TO PATIENTS.--A HOSPITAL SHALL PROVIDE THE
FORM DISCUSSED IN SECTION 3 (A) (2) TO ALL PATIENTS UPON INTAKE
AND DISCHARGE. ADDITIONALLY, A HOSPITAL SHALL PLACE THE UNIFORM
STATEMENT PROVIDED FOR IN SECTION 3(A) (3) ON ALL BILLS, BILLING
STATEMENTS, GOOD FAITH ESTIMATES, ADMITTANCE FORMS AND DISCHARGE
PAPERWORK.

(C) LIABILITY FOR BILLS.--UPON SUBMISSION OF A COMPLETED
APPLICATION FOR HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, THE PATIENT
SHALL NOT BE LIABLE FOR ANY BILLS UNTIL THE HOSPITAL HAS
RENDERED A DECISION ON THE APPLICATION.

SECTION 5. REPORTING OF HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
POLICIES.

ALL HOSPITALS THAT HAVE A HOSPITAL-BASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

POLICY SHALL PROVIDE A FULL COPY OF THE HOSPITAL'S FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE POLICIES AND THE SUMMARY SPECIFIED IN SECTION 3(A) (2)
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1 TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR PLACEMENT ON THE DEPARTMENT'S PUBLICLY

2 ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

3 SECTION 6. APPLICABILITY.

4 THIS ACT SHALL APPLY TO EACH HOSPITAL WITH A HOSPITAL-BASED
5 FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY.

6 SECTION 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.

7 THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

8 (1) SECTIONS 4 AND 5 SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 270 DAYS.
9 (2) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT
10 IMMEDIATELY.
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